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                  Advanced English 11 
 

                      Instructor: Miss Shannon Kolenik 
                                           Room #: D216 

                          Email: smk50@scasd.org 
   

 
 

Course Description: 
Advanced English 11 is an English class for highly-motivated learners (that’s you!). This 
course is designed to foster the development of critical thinking skills and superior 
communicative abilities. By now, you are probably familiar with reading, writing, and 
speaking in your past English classes. However, the name of the game for this course is 
elevation. Both individually and collaboratively, you and your classmates will understand 
not only how to read, write, and speak in sophisticated and nuanced ways; you will also 
understand how authors’ artistic visions are informed by a host of influences, experiences, 
and worldviews, and, by studying these influences, expand and represent your own 
worldview in meaningful and deliberate ways. You will move beyond understanding to 
critically analyze and evaluate literature, refine your own unique writing style, and work to 
represent your learning through oral, written, and creative projects. In order to be 
successful in this course, you must arrive with an open, eager, and collaborative mindset, as 
we must challenge what we already know in order to understand that which we don’t yet 
comprehend. 
 

Units/Anticipated Texts*: 
● Rhetoric- Various forms of nonfiction (speeches, short arguments) 
● Social Commentary- The Crucible by Arthur Miller, various short texts 
● Storytelling and Truth- short texts from various literary movements, including excerpts 

from The Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien 
● The American Dream- The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald 

 
*Texts are subject to change at my discretion. 
 

What Will Class Look Like? 
See here! 

 

Essential Questions: 
● How are texts crafted in order to create meaning? 
● In what ways is an author’s craft influenced by their surroundings? 
● In what ways is an author’s craft influenced by their audience? 
● How have texts shaped our historical, social, cultural, and political identities, and how do 

they continue to do so? 
● Is everything an argument? 
● In what ways does our ability to persuade impact our ability to wield and use power? 
● In what ways do texts provide commentary on society and culture? 
● What roles do stories play in the exploration of the human experience? 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EHDw7eI6FDjh9m-MSOPeQ07WVahVgFdVutn8xWoJoyw/edit?usp=sharing
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Materials and Resources: 
● Notebook + folder or binder with loose-leaf paper 
● Pen, pencil, highlighter 
● A charged Chromebook 
● Choice book (for free reading) 

 

Email/Canvas: 
Please get into the habit of checking your email and Canvas every day.  I will likely be 
sending you important information and reminders about upcoming deadlines.  If you ever 
have any questions or concerns at any point in the semester, please don’t hesitate to email 
me.  My email is smk50@scasd.org. I will do my best to get back to you within 24 hours 
(unless it’s the weekend, and I’m binge-watching a Netflix show). 

 

Grading/Late Work/Types of Assignments: 
● You will be graded on a total points system.  The amount of points per assignment is based 

on the amount of time and work that is put into each assignment.  For example, a small 
assignment that only takes part of the block to complete will only be worth a fraction of the 
points a large paper would be worth, since we will spend multiple days in class working on 
it and it is a polished assignment. 

● I do allow for revisions on most large assignments. However, in order to earn credit back on 
a revised assignment, you must conference with me about improvements that can be made 
and show genuine first and second attempts at completing the assignment.  

● The district policy is that you may turn in assignments up to two weeks after the due date 
with no late penalty. If the assignment is past two weeks late, it’s likely that I have already 
talked with you about the assignment, so any penalties will be handled on a 
student-by-student basis. 

○ This late policy applies to absences as well; if you are absent on a particular day, you 
have two weeks from that absent date to make up the assignments that you missed. 

○ I cannot accept late work for a particular Marking Period once the Marking Period 
has ended. 

● The chart below outlines the types of assignments that you might see in this course, as well 
as the new SCASD grading policy for the 2020-2021 school year. 

● Since this is an unprecedented and stressful year, I will not be assigning traditional 
homework. The only homework that will be assigned is something that was unfinished for 
that class period (ex. we ran out of time and you just need to finish up a question or two) or 
studying for a quiz/exam. That being said, you should take advantage of all of the in-class 
work time that I give you so that you don’t have anything extra to do outside of class. 
Otherwise, you will be the one giving homework to yourself. 
 

Types of Assignments  State College Area High School Percentage to 
Letter Grade Conversion (2020-21) 

 
        A+ = 100 to 96.5                     C+= 74.4 to 71.5 
        A = 96.4 to 89.5                       C=  71.4 to 64.5 
        A- = 89.4 to 86.5                      C-= 64.4 to 61.5 
        B+ = 86.4 to 84.5                    D+= 61.4 to 59.5 

Classwork 

Quizzes  

Reading Responses/Discussion Questions 



 

3 

 
Academic Integrity: 

● Cheating and Plagiarism: Refer to the State High Student Handbook for our district 
policies. Consequences against cheating and plagiarism will be followed as required by the 
Handbook. 

● In summary, you must be the sole author of any work that you turn in.  Be sure to properly 
cite your sources or you will be guilty of plagiarism.  Because plagiarism can take many 
forms and degrees, there is no one consequence that applies to all.  Consequences will be 
determined on a case-by-case basis.  The consequence can vary from receiving no credit on 
an assignment to having to redo the entire assignment.  If you have any concerns about your 
papers, please come see me!  I will make sure that you are citing your sources properly and 
avoid plagiarism.  

● If you complete or make up an in-class assignment, having the same exact answers as 
a peer in the same class does not count as “working together” on the assignment. It is 
considered to be plagiarism. Don’t do it.  

● We will also be using turnitin.com for all large writing assignments. 

 
COVID-19 Notes: 

● This year is uncommon for all of us. I have complete faith in all of you that you are trying 
and will try your best. Please give me the same respect. If plans change, know that I’ve 
changed them with your best interests in mind, both in terms of safety and in terms of your 
learning and growth.  

● We may need to switch from in-person learning to online learning quickly. Therefore, many 
of the class’ activities may be designed with independent/online learning in mind. 

● When you are in-class online, practice appropriate online etiquette and participate just as 
readily as you would if you were in-person. I’d like to see your face for most of the class 
block. If having your camera on would be difficult or uncomfortable for you on a particular 
day, let me know in advance and we can brainstorm alternative ways for you to participate. 

● I follow the district’s protocol on all COVID-related policies, including sanitizing, 
mask-wearing, and social distancing. If, for any reason, a student is breaking this particular 
protocol, they will be immediately sent to an administrator in order to seek an appropriate 
course of action.  

● I understand that the conditions of the virus may bring you additional stress and anxiety 
(on top of the stress and anxiety that you already may be feeling as a high schooler). If you 
are feeling overwhelmed, for any reason, please do not hesitate to come to me. I am more 
than happy to talk with you about these issues and brainstorm ways to manage what you 
may be feeling. 

 

Technology Notes: 

Writing: rhetorical analysis, persuasive writing, creat
writing 

        B = 84.4 to 76.5                        D=  59.4 to 51.5 
        B- = 76.4 to 74.5                       D-51.4 to 49.5 
                                       E= <49.4 

Speaking: Formal speeches, in-class discussions 

Creative and Collaborative Projects  
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● Cameras must be turned on during the first few weeks of class, all quizzes and tests, the 
daily whip around, and any small group/whole class discussions. This holds you 
accountable, allows you to communicate effectively with your peers, and allows me to see 
where you are in your learning. 

● As an Advanced English course, this material is heavily discussion-based. There will be 
breakout room roles to help you find your place in discussions, and I will work with you for 
the first few weeks by putting you in groups with people who you might already  know. 
However, you must participate fully in the breakout rooms at all times. If you don’t feel that 
class discussions about what you’re reading and writing are for you, then this may not be 
the English course that you should take. 

● There will be a lot of independent work time where you will have the opportunity to work 
on large assignments in-class. Take advantage of this time. I will meet with everyone 
individually during these times and use GoGuardian to give you feedback and monitor your 
progress. 

● If you leave the Google Meet before class dismissal without speaking to me first, I have the 
ability to mark it as a class cut/unexcused absence. This will remain until you speak with me 
one-on-one. Google Meet gives me spreadsheets about each student’s entrance and exit 
times for every meeting, so I am aware when you are and are not present. 

● If you are having a technology issue, please feel free to email me so that we can work out the 
problem. You will not necessarily be marked as absent, and I can mark an absence such as 
this one as “technology issues.” 

● When you are learning at home, I expect you to use your school-issued Chromebook (not 
another computer) unless you talk to me first and/or your Chromebook is having 
technological issues. 

 

Communication, Mental Health, & Extra Help: 
● If you feel like you are struggling in class, please don’t hesitate to email me. Social distancing 

and remote learning will impact our ability to meet in-person, so I will encourage you to 
schedule an online meeting with me whenever possible. Don’t be afraid to ask for help! I 
would love to work with you in order to ensure your success in this class. 

● SCASD and I are committed to advancing the mental health and wellbeing of its students. If 
you or someone you know is feeling overwhelmed, depressed, and/or in need of support, 
services are available. Additional resources include:  

○ Safe2Say: threats, behaviors, actions and harassment. Examples include bullying or 
intimidation, threats of self-harm or bragging about planning an attack, violence, 
depression and social isolation, reckless behavior and substance abuse. 

○ SAP: any non-urgent concern related to something that is a barrier to learning, or is 
preventing a student from being successful in school (substance use, mental health, 
or other) 

○ REACT: to help any State high community member who feels that she or he is a 
victim of an act of bias or discriminatory behavior. REACT is not a punitive entity. 
The mission of this initiative is to promote education and dialogue around issues of 
diversity and inclusion. 

 
Inclusive Excellence:  

Inclusive Excellence is the understanding that working, living, and learning environments 
benefit when diversity in thought, learning, and personal characteristics is recognized and 
utilized. Inclusive Excellence helps us to engage in civil conversation with those who hold 

https://www.scasd.org/Domain/3192
https://www.scasd.org/Domain/3192
https://www.scasd.org/Domain/3192


 

5 

views that differ from our own; and to socialize with persons who have had different life 
experiences. In class experiences, inclusive excellence is addressed through ample 
opportunities to learn about diverse cultures, both locally and globally. The State College 
Area School District does not tolerate racism, violence or bullying by any individual or 
group. Just as importantly, we are actively working toward a more inclusive and caring 
environment to provide every student with a respectful, safe and positive experience on a 
daily basis. 

 
My Note on Equity: 

In classrooms, students often feel offended, overlooked, or unequal. They may feel as though 
their teachers or peers ignore their efforts in learning and favor other students’ 
achievements over their own. They may feel that they are misrepresented or 
underrepresented in classroom activities. As a teacher, I attempt to create a classroom 
environment that is safe, open, and equitable. If you feel uneasy at any point during the 
semester, please do not hesitate to come to me and voice your concerns. An English class is 
a class where people’s voices should be heard! 

 
Where Will I Be? When Am I Free? 

 

 

Block Time Duty Location 

1 8:40 am-10:16 am CP English 12 D216 

2 10:22 am-11:52 am Prep D2 Pod English Offices 

3.1 11:58 am-12:28 pm Study Hall Duty D120 

3.2 12:28 pm-1:19 pm Lunch D2 Pod English Offices 

3.3 1:19 pm-2:04 pm Study Hall Duty D120 

4 2:10 pm-3:40 pm Adv. English 11 D216 


